Normalization of the common cold duration to the scale of Placebo group = 100%
The values on the right hand side are used. These values are calculated by dividing the figures on the left hand side by the mean common cold duration in the placebo group on the left side. This leads to percentage scale so that all the differences between Zn and placebo groups are percentage effects.
Trial [ref]
Duration is based on: a
Duration of colds (days)
Duration of colds (% of the placebo level ) The Mossad (1996) data were reanalyzed which led to small differences compared with the 2011 analyses, see p. 7 of this Supplementary file.
The Petrus (1998) study mean and SD values were calculated from the data set that was made available by Dr. Petrus. The outcome in this analysis was the longest common cold symptom.
p. 2 Supplementary file 2 Duration of the common cold:
These forest plots were constructed with the RevMan program (http://tech.cochrane.org/revman )
trials: comparison of Zn acetate and Zn gluconate
Overall effect is 33.31% shorter duration of colds.
Zn acetate lozenges shortened colds by 40.49% Zn gluconate lozenges shortened colds by 28.36%
There is no evidence that the two subgroups differ, with I 2 = 0% (P = 0.33) There is strong evidence that the 7 trials are heterogeneous, with I 2 = 77% (P = 0.0002)
Supplementary file 2 7 trials: comparison of low dose vs. high dose lozenges
Low dose lozenges shortened colds by 32.75% High dose lozenges shortened colds by 34.54%
There is no evidence that the two subgroups differ, with I 2 = 0% (P = 0.92) There is strong evidence that the 7 trials are heterogeneous, with I 2 = 77% (P = 0.0002)
Supplementary file 2 There is no evidence that the subgroups differ, with I 2 = 0% (P = 0.81) There is no significant heterogeneity over the 6 zinc lozenge trials, with I 2 = 39% (P = 0.14) p. There is no evidence that the subgroups differ, with I 2 = 0% (P = 0.61) There is no significant heterogeneity over the 6 trials differ, with I 2 = 39% (P = 0.14) p. 6
Supplementary file 2
Mossad (1996) imputation of censored observations and calculation of cold durations.
Mossad ( 
